Dear Member Federations, 
1. As Chair of Group IV of which Haiti is member, I would like first of all to express my deepest sympathies to the many thousands of people whose lives and livelihoods have been affected by the recent tragic earthquake that rocked Haiti.  
2. From the Haitian NF, we were relieved to learn that President Gen. Acédius Saint-Louis and Secretary General Paula Coles are alive.  Gen. Saint-Louis was injured and evacuated to Florida to receive appropriate care and Paula Coles has lost her home. Paula has decided to stay in Haiti with her husband and her two daughters not only to help rebuild the country but, in her own words, to also be closer to the ones who really need help.  
3. We were happy to learn that first FEI Against All Odds Award winner – Darlene Milord from Haiti – has not been injured and the orphanage where she lives has not been destroyed. Many of those who work with her however have been injured and lost family members. We are in touch with individuals close to Darlene and will keep them informed of our solidarity effort. 
4. The FEI has received a number of reports, including from the neighboring National Federation of the Dominican Republic, and it will come as no surprise that there is a major need for help of all kinds including in the sports field. In response to this tragic event, we would like to join forces within the equestrian community to gather financial support and channel the funds collected to the IOC and PASO (Pan American Sports Organization) to assist both organizations in their efforts towards the rebuilding of the sports movement and local sports installations once local conditions permit.  If you wish to partake in this recovery effort, you may do so by sending your donation to our bank account. Needless to say, we will report back to you  on the use of the donated funds. 
5. On a similar note,  FEI President HRH Princess Haya, who is a UN Messenger of Peace and Chairperson of global humanitarian and aid hub, International Humanitarian City (IHC), travelled to Port-au-Prince last week to oversee a delivery of 90 metric tonnes of relief supplies for the Haitians, meet with Haitian and UN officials and raise awareness of the need for international aid. 
Looking forward to your support, 
Yours sincerely, 
David O’Connor
Chair 
Regional Group IV
