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FRANCE TAKES THE TITLE AS ITALY GOES OUT IN STYLE
Dublin (IRL), 7 August 2009


1.   A Meydan FEI Nations Cup  event is organised as a five-star Nations Cup, i.e. a competition in which official teams representing nations compare their merit. At each event the teams gain points according to their placing. At the end of the season the team with the highest points wins the Meydan FEI Nations Cup  and the two teams with the lowest points are relegated to the FEI Nations Cup series (Promotional League). The two best placed teams of that series following the Promotional League Final join the Meydan FEI Nations Cup  for the following year.

2..  Standings after final leg at Dublin

1.        France        -    48.0
2.        USA            -    44.0
3.        Germany        -    39.0
4.        Switzerland    -    35.0
5.        Netherlands    -    28.5
5.        Ireland        -    28.5
7.        Sweden        -    23.0
8.        Great Britain    -    22.0
8.        Belgium        -    22.0
10.        Italy            -    14.0   

 3. The World’s best Eight Venues where the competition was held are as follows:-
La Baule (FRA)                                                                                       Rome (ITA)
St. Gallen (SUI)
Rotterdam (NED)
Aachen (GER)
Falsterbo (SWE)
Hickstead (GBR)
Dublin (IRL)
4.   RESULT OF FINAL COMPETITION AT DUBLIN:

A. Italy 12 flts;  
B. Switzerland 16 flts;   
C  Great Britain 16 flts;   
D.  France 20 flts:    
E. USA 20 flts Ublesco  :   
F. Germany 22 flts:   
G.  Belgium 28 flts
H.  Ireland 36 flts:                                                                                           I.  Netherlands 24 faults in first round:                                                               J. Sweden 32 faults in first round:   
5. A REPORT
                    France scooped the 2009 Meydan FEI Nations Cup  series title in Dublin today when finishing fourth, but Italy stole its share of the limelight when new coach and manager, Markus Fuchs, spurred his side to victory in an extraordinary conclusion to the eight-leg series.

                        The Italians could have been forgiven for a lacklustre performance as they already knew that they face life in the Promotional League next season.  But instead of simply going through the motions, they came out with all guns blazing this afternoon and blew the rest away with an inspired performance.  The British gave it their very best shot too and managed to finish joint-second with the Swiss, but whether this has been enough to save them from joining the Italians in the relegation zone is still uncertain.  When the leaderboard calculations were completed at the end of the competition both Belgium and Britain shared eighth place with the same league points, and a lack of clarity in relation to relegation for the ninth-placed team will mean that this issue must be considered by the FEI next week. 

                  France and the USA tied in fourth in today's competition ahead of Germany in sixth while it was a disappointing day for the host side who only managed to finish eighth - just ahead of The Netherlands and Sweden who failed to make the cut into the second round.
                    While the French were quietly delighted, the Italians seemed almost stunned by their success and everyone wanted to know what Markus Fuchs had done to produce such a turnaround in form for his side.  At the betting offices in Dublin this morning you get odds of 100/1 against an Italian victory - "I wish I had put some money on!" said team manager Fuchs.  "It wasn't so much my work, it was just our day today.  I pushed hard to get all these riders to come to this show,  I said I believed that if we all pulled together we could finish this series well and that would give the team great motivation for the Europeans at Windsor".   


 6.FACTS AND FIGURES
                   
 19 year old Swedish rider, Alexander Zetterman, was competing at Junior level last season - 2009 is his first season in senior Nations Cup compettion and he was the youngest rider in today's competition.

                    The oldest rider competing today was Great Britain's Geoff Billington, who is 54 years of age.

The youngest horse in today's competition was the 8 year old mare Carlina, ridden by Switzerland's Pius Schwizer.

The oldest horses were Italy's Hamilton de Perhet ridden by Juan Carlos Garcia and Landzeu Z ridden by Giuseppe D'Onofrio - both 14 years old.

All of the horses on the French team were stallions.

The bogey fences were the double at fence five and the penultimate triple combination.

