MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL BODY MEETING  OF EFI HELD ON 20th  SEP 2009 AT DEFENCE SERVICES OFFICERS’ INSTITUTE , DHAULA KUAN,  NEW DELHI   

1.
The  48th Annual General Body Meeting of Equestrian Federation of India was held on 20th  September 2009 at Defence Services Officers Institute, Dhaula Kuan, New Delhi under the Chairmanship of  Lt Gen SS Kumar, AVSM,VSM,SM, the President EFI.
2.
After the Prize distribution ceremony for medal winners of NEC (Dressage and Show Jumping) and JNEC,   two minutes silence was observed to pay homage to Inspector Jagdish Singh of Punjab police , a renowned Tent-Pegging Equestrian athlete.

3.
President’s  Address  
3.1
Lt Gen SS Kumar, AVSM, VSM, SM addressed the AGM and commenced by thanking the equestrian fraternity   of India for having given him honor to be the President of EFI. He assured the members the vision of future of EFI shall be fulfilled and appealed to all riders to contribute towards the goal.  He urged the members for more accentuated sense of dedication towards achieving the targets set for development of the sport.  He stressed the need to ensure impeccable transparency in the functioning of the Federation and called upon all members and office-bearers to rise above  partisan stances.  He further reiterated that far from being in a `closeted office’, he is in communication with all hues of viewpoints, accords due consideration to all suggestions and is accommodative to creative criticism.  At end of his welcome address, he recounted the major achievements of Federation in the preceding year including,  inter alia, developing the sport amongst schools  and clubs which will go a long way in strengthening equestrian culture at  grass root level.
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3.2
Wg Cdr  Indrajit Singh Lamba, VSM (Retd) intervened to  make a point but was vehemently opposed by Shri R S Dundlood , Regional Member (West) and Lt Gen  Jagdish Chander (Retd), member Dispute Resolution Committee (DRC).  Eventually, Wg Cdr Indrajit Singh Lamba, VSM (Retd)  left the meeting when suggested by another member that as a terminated member of EFI, he should not have chosen to represent another member club.

4.
Minutes of last AGM :-  The minutes of last AGM were passed  after  being  proposed to be passed by Col G S Puri and seconded by  Col Anand Saini.

5.
Secretary General’s Report :-  The Secretary General  underlined the major achievements of the proceeding year attached at   Appendix `A’.
6.
Accounts :-    The  accounts  were  passed  after  being  proposed  and  seconded  by   Lt Col B S Lakra and Ms Roshan Sodhi respectively.

7.
Payment over  two lacs :-  Col Satish Dagar (Retd) raised a query about one of the entries and Vice President (Finance) explained the same to the entire satisfaction of the members and  the house.

8.
Intervening to comment upon the funds expended on training in Australia, Mr Jeetu Virmani highlighted the requirement of detailed appraisal of training facilities at the venues selected for sending teams abroad.   The President reiterated that the Federation is committed to inviting foreign coaches to India whereby more riders can be trained on their own horses.  The accounts of over Rs. 2 lacs were passed after being proposed by Col S Dagar (Retd)  and seconded by Col SS Kashyap.
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9.
Amendment  to Statues :-
(a)
Constitution of Executive Board  :-  The need of mandatory requirement of certain members of Executive Committee as members of Executive Board was deliberated upon and it was decided that the selection of members from the EC should be sole discretion of the President. 

 (b)
Quorum of Executive Board :-  After detailed discussion on the issue of quorum for EB, it was decided that quorum of three members should be accepted to be mandatory  to take decisions.  However, Lt Gen Jagdish Chander (Retd) intervened that   Secretary General  should be member of the EB and choice for Vice President  should be dictated by the issue under review/consideration.  Mr Manoj Jalan opined that it will be duly incorporated in the Statutes.

(c)
Delegation of Powers  to Vice President :-  Responding to a point raised by Col S Dagar (Retd), the house accepted that delegation of powers to Vice President will be duly amended to obviate duplicate entries. (Article 017.2)

(d)
Bilingual Edition of Statues :-  The President announced that for benefit of a number of members, statutes will be published in English and Hindi.

(e)
Duties of Vice President (Vet) :-  Responding to a query raised by Col  S Dagar  (Retd)  and  after due deliberations, it was agreed that para 021.5 of Statues will be amended and “ help conduct” will be inserted in place of `conduct’ in the paragraph on duties of Vice President  (Vet). 
 (f)
The amendments to Statutes were proposed and seconded by Col S Dagar (Retd)  and Lt Col R Dahiya and passed.
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10.
Logo :-  Mr Prashant, the designer of new logo for the Federation, presented and explained the  proposed logo.  It was immensely  appreciated by the members and  passed after being proposed by Mr Jeetu Virmani and seconded by Ms Sunaina.  Mr R S Dundlod, however, suggested that the designer may consider incorporating `curved-in’ ears of indigenous Marwari breed in the logo.

11.
Calendar of Events :-
(a)
The house expressed its concern over lack of enthusiasm on the part of organizers, as only two events (Asiad Trials eventing & a Regional Horse Show at Chandigarh) were “Confirmed” and the season was to commence from October. 

(b)
After deliberations, representative of Uttar Pradesh Equestrian Association were impressed upon not to insist upon naming their bid for Tent Pegging event as `World Cup’ but restrict  to the  prefix `International’.
(c)
The contents of selection criteria for ASIAD Trials and  their modus operandi were debated upon with important inputs from Maj J S Ahluwalia (Retd), Brig DVS Bishnoi (Retd), Col S S Ahlawat, Col Sandeep Dewan and Col S Dagar (Retd).  It was stressed that the selection criteria had been formulated such as to accommodate all shades of view points about ASIAD games, hence shall remain operative in present form as available on EFI Website.  If there were any corrections required, this would be decided by the Selection Committee and put up to the Executive Committee.  
 Col S S Ahlawat  iterated that the provisions of `Riders based abroad’ should be applicable to NRIs only and not to Indian riders based in India who travel abroad,  to compete with the intention of making to the Indian squad for ASIAD by hiring horses of higher grade. This circumvents the level playing field policy of the Federation. 
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(d)
The Calendar of events was passed after being proposed by Ms Roshan Sodhi and seconded by Col SS Solanki. However, it was decided that the Executive Committee will review the calendar if any fresh inputs were received.
12.
Mr Jeetu Virmani offered to extend sponsorship of kits for riders representing India at various competitions including Asian Games. 
13.
The house was informed about action being envisaged against Haryana Equestrian Federation and Red Earth Riding School, Puducherry  for non-payment of entry-fee and Corpus money.
14.
The house did not endorse Col S Dagar(Retd)’s plea that akin to elections for Members  of Selection Committee, Vice President (Tech) and Joint Secretary (Tech), too, should be riders with recognized track record.    
15.
The Secretary General put before house the point of allowing/ not allowing a terminated member to represent another club/individual (by proxy form etc.)  The house unanimously endorsed that a terminated member should not be allowed to represent another member of EFI (State Association/Club/Individual).  It  was decided to be included in the Statutes. 
16.
Sub Judice Case of Haryana Eqestrian Federation & Haryana Equestrian Association :-   Responding  to a request by Sh R Sharma of Haryana Equestrian Association to discuss the legal statutes of Haryana Equestrian Federation Verses Haryana Equestrian Association, the Secretary General  concluded  that since the case is sub judice, it should  not be discussed in the AGM.
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 17.
Review of Membership :-  The house endorsed the President’s proposal to set up a committee to review validity of membership of all association/clubs/units and it was decided that members found wanting on fulfilling laid-down criteria should be removed.
18.
Col Tarsem Singh addressed the Vice President (Vet) and requested for provision of more elaborate diagnostic set up at Delhi.  The Vice President (Vet) confirmed that state-of-art diagnostic facilities are available at RVC Centre and College, Meerut and open to all riders both from Army and civil.
19.
Vote of Thanks :-  In the end, a vote of thanks for the outgoing EC members was proposed and recommended  by Col A Saini and Col S Dagar (Retd).  The President made a special mention of contribution of Col Sarpartap Singh (Retd)  who has been Secretary General for four years.

20.
There being no other points, the proceedings of elections for  EC members commenced   
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